
Sunday 26 June – Second Sunday after Trinity 
 

Sermon by Anne-Marie Renshaw 
 
One Saturday morning, I opened the front door, stepped out of the Rectory on 
my way to the church to meet a wedding couple and saw a young man out on 
the pavement. “Great timing! he said. “Can I get baptised?” Well, that’s the 
kind of thing that makes a Rector’s day – it really doesn’t happen all that often. 
So I took Ben’s phone number and invited him along to the Confirmation 
preparation course that was just about to start, which is what has led us to 
today. In a few minutes’ time, Ben will be baptised and next month, he will be 
confirmed by the bishop of Colchester. 
 
Ben won’t mind me telling you that he made my day a second time when he 
told me he had been a pupil at St Luke’s School. This is his church, not just 
because he lives in Tiptree, but because he came here to worship with the 
school as a child. Now I wasn’t here when Ben was at the school, but it 
reminded me that, sometimes, the seeds are sown in the work we do with our 
schools that only come to fruit years later. I probably won’t be here to see if 
any of the children I have seen through St Luke’s School come back here to be 
baptised and confirmed, but anything is possible. The work of previous Rectors 
has been part of Ben’s faith journey. Today I have the privilege of baptising him 
and welcoming him into God’s church. 
 
So it’s interesting to see in today’s gospel reading that Jesus isn’t always quite 
so enthusiastic about people who announce their intention of following him. 
We might think that Jesus would welcome everyone with open arms, but it 
wasn’t always that simple. Following Jesus – and I mean literally following him 
about from place to place during his earthly ministry – was no easy task and it 
wasn’t one that everyone was going to be able to cope with. Jesus, who knew 
the secrets of people’s hearts, knew that not everyone who thought they 
wanted to follow him was going to have what it took to be able to do so. 
Sometimes he had other reasons for sending someone away. The man we met 
in last Sunday’s gospel was told to go back to his home and tell everyone what 
God had done for him. His task was not to go with Jesus, but to go and spread 
the word, so that others might hear and perhaps come to believe themselves. 
 
Today we find a man who approaches Jesus on the road and promises to 
follow him wherever he goes. But Jesus reminds him that this is no easy 
undertaking. Jesus has no place to call home. He is not always made welcome 



wherever he goes. The crowd we met last Sunday asked him to leave when he 
had only just arrived. Even the people of his own home town had once tried to 
throw him off a cliff. Deciding to travel with Jesus was not going to lead to a 
comfortable life. This would-be follower needed to know exactly what was 
involved before he made his choice. 
 
Next, the opposite thing happens. Jesus picks someone out and calls him to 
follow, but the man asks if he can go and bury his father first. One might 
wonder what he is doing out on the road if his father has just died. First-
century Jewish funerals typically took place on the same day as the death – try 
telling a funeral director now that you want to organise a funeral for today and 
see what the expression on their face looks like. Surely this man should have 
been at home with his family, not out in a crowd on the road to Jerusalem? 
Perhaps he had gone to make arrangements for the burial, hence his need to 
get back to bury his father. Jesus’ response may seem rather heartless, but 
perhaps he knows that this man is looking backwards rather than forwards. He 
has to let go of the past so that he can serve God in the future. Maybe Jesus 
knows the man won’t come back. Or maybe he knows this is just an excuse. 
 
Another man offers to follow Jesus, but wants to go and say goodbye to his 
family first. He too gets a rather harsh response about looking backwards 
rather than forwards. You can’t start ploughing and then look back, Jesus tells 
him. Perhaps Jesus was thinking of Elisha, who was ploughing when Elijah 
called him. He too wanted to say goodbye to his family. He killed the oxen that 
had ben pulling the plough, cooked them and served a farewell dinner to 
everyone before he went. 
 
There seems to be an urgency to Jesus’ mission. People are only invited to 
follow him, if they have thought it through, if they are free to go without other 
obligations that they need to see to, if they are willing to put the work of the 
kingdom of God first. For us, the call may feel less urgent. Most of us do not 
have to leave everything behind in the way that Jesus’ disciples did. We can go 
home after church. We can carry on with our lives, our jobs, our hobbies, our 
responsibilities. 
 
So does this passage have anything helpful to say to us? Perhaps it reminds us 
that God is not interested in our excuses. Either we want to be part of the 
kingdom of God or we don’t. And if we do, it is about the whole of our lives, 
not just an hour on a Sunday morning. We are called to live as Christians 
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. We are called to love our 



neighbour as ourselves every day. We are called to be ready to witness to our 
faith every day. We are called to be seeking the signs of God’s kingdom every 
day. As Paul puts it, we are to live by the Spirit every day so that the fruits of 
the Spirit may be seen in our lives. We are to step away from behaviour that is 
not consistent with our faith in Jesus and live lives that are characterised by 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. These are the values that build the kingdom of God. they are not 
things we can be half-hearted about. As part of this service, we are all invited 
to commit ourselves afresh to following Jesus. Let us do so whole-heartedly, 
meaning what we say, and willing to allow the Spirit to lead us and to grow 
more of the Spirit’s fruit in our lives. 
 


